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Dear Mr. Seaman,

Ve the people of Pandanus Park Community wouwld like to submit
some of our own ideas in the Aboriginal Land Enguiry.

But first we would like to tell you a little about our lives and

- lend at present.

We are only a srall comrunity of about sixty people, but we are a
Community in the true sense,

We are the people of the lower Nyigina Tribal Group, in our
country we are known as the River Side People; we live by the
river and our whole lives and Community evolves around the river.
It is our life and our nature is the river.

The Pandanus Parkx Community at present is run by white man's
standrads, and expectations, which is good in the wzy that we can
get experience to run the farm at a profit ourselves, but when a
man wor¥s under a boss he works by his boss's stznderds and not his

ovn, if we own our land we would be workinzs for ourselves and our

children.

Althoush the farm and gardens would be run as a profit making
venture, and would still work under the white man's work standards.
But we as people would be workinzg as our own boss's.

After hearing the tape and discussing the terms of referrence we
have listed our own ideas and we hope that they will help you in
your grnyuiry, so that you may in turn help us.

T. With the issue relatins to lend Titles s, Fandanus people want

cortrol of their 1lznd by way of free Lold title, and thet the

Cornmunity should control tbc land in the usual ranner.
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The Community should be the owner of this land rather than
eny one individual, or outside organization, whether it be
an Aboriginal Agency or other.

The Nyigina people's relationship with the land is all
connected with their way of life; "THZ LAND IS PART OF US
AYD WE ARE PART OT THE LAND". That is the whole basis of
our culture. i

The Aboriginal people should be granted Land in terms of
Trzditional ownership and need. All Aboriginal people
incluwding part Aboriginal, would be treated equally, however
the emphasis is on Traditional ownership as that is the
foundation of our Law and Beliefs and cannot be changed.

A11 our people zlready ovm land even though our rights as the

owners is not recognized by Non-Aboriginel people. Vacant
Crovn Land and Station Land shouwld not be excluded in the

Iand Rights Issue. And in certain areas we intend to recover
sacred sites, such as on the lit. Anderson, Yeeda and Lower L
Jiveringa Stations. We need this Land to preserve our Culture
and our children's futvre, so we feel that this lend should he
granted or Ieased to us on the basis of our Traditional ties
end our needs for the future training of our children in

their own Culture end Traditional ways.

The protection of Sacred sites can occur if the control of the
Lborizinal Xeritese Act is siven to Aboriginal people. Non-
Aborigiral people are malking Gecisions for Aboriginal people

in terns of this Act and this is not rizht. We need representa-
tion in the Governing of the hLet. The Act also rieeds 1o dbe
re-written as it is inadeguate for the protection of Sacred sitec.
All szcred sites on our Land should be protected by an Aborigihal
Azency, possiblysthe Fimberley Land Council or perhaps alternative-
ly a specicl Iand Ldvisory branch of the Aboriginal Iegal Service
wrere by any developer should discuss his plans with them, and

for I".1.C. to refer the developers on ito the Corzunity in
qu2stion, then they can get their A.I1.S. Solicitor to help ther
with the negotiations, this would have to teke place before an
exrloration can begin.

Funds would be provided by the developsr before they proceed witk

any exploration so we can Physcially protect our sites with the

e39 of anthropolgists. This should be majde lew.
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There are too many exploration companies currently exploring our
land and we have no control over them at all, If they want to

to test on our Sacred sites, we cannot stop them.

All inforrmation on our Sacred sites would be held in trust by
¥.L.C., or a egpecial Land Advisory branch of the A.L.S. and our
own Coarittee for future reference.

Ve have to retain control of our Culture and no information is to
return to the liuseum or any-one else unless we decide to release
this information.

4. N/A

5. ngreements should be drawn up between our respectlve councils and
g’ ,) Cormzittees also A.L.S. then negotiate with the mining Company.
These egreements would have to be endowsed by the lMinister under
his guidance, and this way our interests will be Legally binding.
All negotiations would tzke place Legally through our agreement.
If any of our land is damzged in the course of exploration/mining,
compensation has to be made to the Community in question.
It is impossible to take our land, it is tied up in our family
groups acs that is our Law..
We will expect compensation for damage in terms of our Community's
Development. In our Iew if you take sorething away from the land
You must give somethinz back.
Royalties on Companies profits is essentizl in order to put some-
thing .back into the lznd instezd of takding all of the time. Ve
1 ) Wish to live in our traditional lend not in an open cut mine. We
need to respect and breserve our land and the river as it is our
Teason for living. Royalties would be payable to those people
and their council on whose lang the mining takes plage.

6. Our concerns about mining on our land are very redl, we fear for
our land es Non-Aboriginal people have little idea about our
relationship with the lend, and our beliefs and customs in relations
to our Sacrea cites,
Iininz companies znd the government need to be Eiucated in order to
understand our feelinzs end Life Style. Unless people can learn to
recrect the lend es we do, we have no hop= ' for the future of our-
selves and our children. We have seen meny Companies desitroy our
Jand and Sacres sites, end the Government sits idle. We have to

retain control of vhat Developers can and can't do with our lend
and our lives.



jp alot of land in this big country, all of which belonged

4 at one time, all we ask is for & small portion of it back,

to us
so we can live the way we want.to.

with all of the Crowvn Land still left vacant, other people could
also live the way they want to.

If more Crown Lend wzs released there would be less preésure on
all people. we feel that ell Australians should get a fair deal,
wether they be black or white, with so much why not get the
Crown to give back alittle to the people.

After giving you our views on the land issue, we only hope that you
can use some of the information we have given you. We would be
interested in lmowing your itinerary for your visit to the West

{mberley as we would like to elso discuss a few of the points on
our Submission with you and your team.

Yours sincerely,

LUCY NARSEALL
CHATRPERSOR — PAXDANUS PARK
IRUERPCRIDND COlTBNITY = P.0. BOX 308, DERBY, 6728 1. 1.
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